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Kings, Stfdra Kings, and aboriginal Kings but seldom
any Brahman Kings.

Hedged in by minute rules and restrictions, the various

stagnation the    classes forming the Hindu community,
result of such in-
terference ;              have had but little room for expansion

and progress. The result has been stagnation, A high-
caste Hindu may not eat food cooked by a member of
a lower c~3te. His diet and drink .are restricted and
regulated. He must not cross the sea. The Brdhmans
alone can read the sacred books. An infinity of such
rules has hampered the intellectual, commercial, and
industrial progress of the Hindus. The wonder is not
that they have advanced so little within the last eight
centuries, but that they have stood their ground so
well as they have done.

Hinduism   governs Hindu society through the caste-
system.    It  has been   in existence  for
Ciwte;               '

nearly   three   thousand  years. * After

sometime, its iniquity must have been felt by many a
cultured and broad-minded Hindu. This is sufficiently
shown by many passages in the religious works of the
Hindus in which it is enjoined that it is not birth but
good work and spiritual development, that give one a
a right to the title of Brkhman. Hindu reformers from
the time of Gautama Buddha to the present day have